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EPIC▪MRA STATEWIDE POLL -- ACTIVE VOTERS – JUNE 2009 -- 600 SAMPLE – ERROR ±4.0%] 
June 23 – 25, 27 & 28 

 
Exclusive for  

THE DETROIT NEWS, WXYZ TV 7, WOOD TV 8, WILX TV 10, WJRT TV 12   

 
 
__02. Overall, would you say that things in the United States are generally headed in the right direction, or, have 
things pretty seriously gotten off on the wrong track? 
 
36% Right direction 
52% Wrong track 
12% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused 
 
__03. How about in Michigan – are things in Michigan generally headed in the right direction, or are things 
pretty seriously off on the wrong track? 
 
17% Right direction 
75% Wrong track 

8% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused 
 
__04. Now I am going to read a list of the top 10 state problems or issues people say they are most concerned 
about. After I read the whole list, please tell me which one problem or issue you are personally concerned about 
the most? [READ/ROTATE 01-09 – TAKE 1ST & ONLY 1 RESPONSE] 
 

63% Improving Michigan’s economy and providing jobs 

7% Making quality health care affordable and accessible 

6% Keeping state taxes and fees as low as possible 

5% Dealing with the state budget deficit 

5% Improving education 

3% Controlling crime and drugs    

3% Promoting morality and family values 

2% Improving state and local roads and bridges 

2% Making a college education more affordable   

2% Protecting our air and water 

1% 
More than one [ASK: “But which problem concerns you the most?” AND CODE BEST RESPONSE – IF 
STILL ‘More than one’ CODE AS ‘11” AND GO TO Q. 06]  

1% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused ---- GO TO Q. 06 

 
__05. Which political party, the [ROTATE] Democrats or the Republicans, will do a better job of addressing that 
problem or issue?  

35% Democrats 

32% Republicans 

4% Both equally (VOLUNTEERED) 

17% Neither (VOLUNTEERED) 

12% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused 
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__06. In a year from now, do you think the U.S. economy will be better off than it is now, worse off, or about the 
same? [IF BETTER OFF/WORSE OFF, ASK: “Would that be much or just somewhat?” AND CODE BEST RESPONSE]  
 

7% Much better off    

34% Somewhat better off 41% TOTAL BETTER 

34% About the same   

10% Somewhat worse off 22% TOTAL WORSE 

12% Much worse off   

3% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused   

 
Now, I would like to read a list of several political figures. For each one, please tell me if you recognize the name, 
and if you do, whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of that person. The first name is _______? 
Do you recognize the name? [IF YES, ASK] Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of (him/her)? [IF 
FAVORABLE/UNFAVORABLE, ASK] Would that be very or generally? 
 

[ROTATE Q. 07-09] 
DON’T VERY TOTAL TOTAL VERY REF 
RECOG FAVOR FAVOR UNFAV UNFAV UNDEC 

    07. Barack Obama  -- 33% 60% 34% 21% 6% 

    08.  Jennifer Granholm  -- 14% 44% 52% 28% 4% 

    09.  Debbie Stabenow 2% 14% 48% 36% 16% 14% 

 
__10. Overall, how would you rate the job being done by Barack Obama as President -- would you give him a 
positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of just fair or poor? 

20% Excellent    
37% Pretty good 57% TOTAL POSITIVE 
19% Just fair 42% TOTAL NEGATIVE 
23% Poor   

1% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused   
 
__11. Overall, how would you rate the job being done by Jennifer Granholm as Michigan’s Governor – would 
you give her a positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of just fair or poor? 

9% Excellent    
23% Pretty good 32% TOTAL POSITIVE 
30% Just fair 66% TOTAL NEGATIVE 
36% Poor   

2% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused   
 
__12. How would you rate the job being done by Debbie Stabenow as U.S. Senator – would you give her a 
positive rating of excellent or pretty good, or a negative rating of just fair or poor? 

8% Excellent    
32% Pretty good 40% TOTAL POSITIVE 
26% Just fair 46% TOTAL NEGATIVE 
20% Poor   
14% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused   
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As you may know, Governor Granholm and the Michigan Legislature are currently making budget cuts to balance 
the state budget and eliminate a $1.7 billion budget deficit. Now I would like to read a list of several specific 
programs and services that are funded by state government in the state budget. For each one I read, please tell 
me if you think that program or service can be Eliminated, Cut A Lot, Cut Somewhat, Cut A Little, or Not Cut At 
All. The (First/Next) is… [SORTED ON PAGE 2 ON PERCENT NOT TO CUT PROGRAMS] 

[ROTATE Q. 13 TO Q. 29] 
Elim- Cut a Cut Cut a NOT Undec 

inate Lot Smwt Little Cut D/K 

__13. Funding for highways, roads and bridges 1% 2% 16% 25% 55% 1% 

__14. Per-pupil funding for local public schools 1% 4% 9% 19% 65% 2% 

__15. Funding economic development programs 5% 8% 20% 23% 34% 10% 

__16. Grants and aid to community colleges 3% 9% 18% 26% 42% 2% 

__17. Funding for prisons, and other corrections  
Programs 

2% 17% 21% 26% 30% 4% 

__18. Pay and benefits to retain state workers 4% 16% 25% 24% 26% 5% 

__19. Funding Medicaid health services for  
children, disabled and low income people 

1% 5% 10% 14% 67% 2% 

__20. Funding for state four-year colleges and  
Universities 

4% 9% 23% 27% 35% 2% 

__21. Funding public health programs 2% 9% 12% 24% 50% 3% 

__22. Funding programs to reduce substance  
abuse, including both alcohol and drug abuse 

9% 14% 21% 28% 25% 3% 

__23. Revenue sharing for local government to  
fund police, fire and other local services 

1% 5% 10% 21% 60% 3% 

__24. 
Funding for job training programs 

3% 7% 14% 22% 51% 3% 

__25. Funding for scholarship programs, such as 
the Merit Scholarship, to attend college 

5% 5% 15% 26% 47% 2% 

__26. Funding mental health programs 1% 6% 14% 22% 54% 3% 

__27. Funding for the state police 1% 2% 10% 17% 69% 1% 

__28. 
Funding for the state legislature 

9% 45% 23% 13% 8% 2% 

__29. Funding for environmental protection 5% 14% 20% 25% 34% 2% 
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Q’S 13-29 SORTED BY HIGHEST TO LOWEST PERCENTAGE SAYING DO NOT CUT 
 
 
 

[ROTATE Q. 13 TO Q. 29] 
Elim- Cut a Cut Cut a NOT Undec 

inate Lot Smwt Little Cut D/K 

__27. Funding for the state police 1% 2% 10% 17% 69% 1% 

__19. Funding Medicaid health services for  
children, disabled and low income people 

1% 5% 10% 14% 67% 2% 

__14. Per-pupil funding for local public schools 1% 4% 9% 19% 65% 2% 

__23. Revenue sharing for local government to  
fund police, fire and other local services 

1% 5% 10% 21% 60% 3% 

__13. Funding for highways, roads and bridges 1% 2% 16% 25% 55% 1% 

__26. Funding mental health programs 1% 6% 14% 22% 54% 3% 

__24. 
Funding for job training programs 

3% 7% 14% 22% 51% 3% 

__21. Funding public health programs 2% 9% 12% 24% 50% 3% 

__25. Funding for scholarship programs, such as 
the Merit Scholarship, to attend college 

5% 5% 15% 26% 47% 2% 

__16. Grants and aid to community colleges 3% 9% 18% 26% 42% 2% 

__20. Funding for state four-year colleges and  
Universities 

4% 9% 23% 27% 35% 2% 

__15. Funding economic development programs 5% 8% 20% 23% 34% 10% 

__29. Funding for environmental protection 5% 14% 20% 25% 34% 2% 

__17. Funding for prisons, and other corrections  
Programs 

2% 17% 21% 26% 30% 4% 

__18. Pay and benefits to retain state workers 4% 16% 25% 24% 26% 5% 

__22. Funding programs to reduce substance  
abuse, including both alcohol and drug abuse 

9% 14% 21% 28% 25% 3% 

__28. 
Funding for the state legislature 

9% 45% 23% 13% 8% 2% 
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__30A/B.  Thinking about the list of program and service areas I just read to you, please tell me which one or 
two areas should be protected the most from state budget cuts. [WRITE COMMENTS FOR UP TO TWO 
PROBLEMS – PROBE WITH “Is there anything else?’ UNTIL 2 RESPONSES GIVEN OR UNPRODUCTIVE] 
 

22% Local public schools 3% Job training 
14% Police & Fire 2% Universities 
12% State Police 1% Community colleges 

9% Health care 1% Medicare 
9% Medicaid 1% Scholarship program 
6% Roads & Bridges 1% State workers 
4% Economic development 1% Substance abuse programs 
4% Mental health 4% Scattered Other 
3% Environment 3% Undecided 

 
__31A/B.  Thinking about the same list of programs and services, please tell me which one or two areas should 
be cut first to balance the state budget. [WRITE COMMENTS FOR UP TO TWO PROBLEMS – PROBE WITH “Is 
there anything else?’ UNTIL 2 RESPONSES GIVEN OR UNPRODUCTIVE] 
 

37% State Legislature 2% Scholarship programs 
8% Environment 2% State Police 
8% Prisons 1% Community colleges 
6% State workers 1% Job training 
6% Substance abuse programs 1% Local public schools 
4% Universities 1% Medicaid 
3% Roads & Bridges 1% Police & Fire 
2% Economic development 2% Scattered Other 
2% Health care 11% Undecided 
2% Mental health   

 
__32. Based on what you know or have heard or read about the state budget cuts that have been made over the 
past couple of years, to what extent have you and your family felt the impact of state budget cuts that have 
been made in programs and services? Have you and your family felt the impact of state budget cuts a lot, some, 
only a little or not really at all?  
 

10% A lot   
16% Some  
14% Only a little   
58% Not really at all ----------- GO TO Q. 34 

2% Undecided/Refused------- GO TO Q. 34 
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     33. How have you or your family felt the impact of state budget cuts? [WRITE COMMENT AS STATED]  
 

17% Education costs/cuts 4% Police cuts 
15% Road disrepair 3% Public service cuts 
12% Rising costs 1% Everywhere 
10% Unemployment 1% Medicaid Cuts 

8% Layoffs 1% Pay cut 
7% Tax increases 1% Snow removal 
5% Health care costs 3%  Scattered Other 
5% Retirement benefits 7% Undecided 

 
__34. Michigan has a budget deficit for the current fiscal year of at least $1.7 billion. Do you consider Michigan’s 
current state budget deficit to be in a crisis situation, or, would you say that Michigan’s budget situation is not 
that bad yet?  
 

76% Yes, it is in a crisis situation 
20% No, it is not that bad yet 

4% Undecided/Refused 
 
__35. Do you believe that over the past several years state government has made as many cuts in state 
programs and services as it can, and must now consider raising taxes and/or fees to reduce the impact of those 
budget cuts, or, do you think the current budget problems can be resolved with budget cuts alone without 
having a negative impact on programs and services?   
 

31% Most possible budget cuts have been made. Now tax or fee increases must be considered 
54% Budget can be balanced without negative impact on important programs by making cuts 
15% Undecided/Refused 

 
__36. In order to balance the state budget and eliminate a $1.7 billion budget deficit, Governor Granholm and 
the Legislature will have to either cut the state budget by reducing state programs and services, increase taxes 
and fees, or do a combination of both. What do you think they should do – only cut the state budget, only 
increase taxes, or, do a combination of both?  
 

34% Only cut the budget  ASK Q. 37 and 38 - THEN GO TO Q. 40 
4% Only raise taxes  GO TO Q. 39 

46% Do a combination of both  ASK Q. 37 TO 39 
16% Undecided/Refused  GO TO Q. 40 
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37A/B.   What one or two cuts in the state budget do you think should be made to balance the budget? [WRITE 
COMMENTS FOR UP TO TWO PROBLEMS – PROBE WITH “Is there anything else?’ UNTIL 2 RESPONSES GIVEN 
OR UNPRODUCTIVE – THEN GO TO Q. 39 UNLESS OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED IN Q. 36]  
 

27% State Legislature 1% Across-the-board 

11% State workers 1% Granholm’s pay/benefits 

6% Prisons 1% Health care 

4% Environment 1% Job training 

3% Local public schools 1% Local government funding 

3% Roads & Bridges 1% Mental health 

3% Substance Abuse 1% Social services 

3% Wasteful government spending 1% State Police 

2% Medicaid 3% Scattered Other 

2% Universities 23% Undecided 

2% Welfare   

 
[POLLERS NOTE: IF RESPONDENT SAYS “LEGISLATURE” OR “LEGISLATORS” IN Q. 37 - ASK Q. 38] 
 
38A/B.   Many survey respondents say that funding for the Legislature or for Legislators should be cut to help 
balance the state budget, but many people may not know that the entire budget for the Michigan Legislature 
and their staffs is a total of $115 million, which represents less than 9 percent of the total amount of funding 
that must be cut to balance the state budget. Even if funding for the Legislature were totally eliminated, another 
$1.6 billion would have to be cut to balance the state budget if cuts alone are used. Knowing this, what other 
areas of the Michigan budget do you think can be cut by enough in total funding to eliminate the $1.7 billion 
budget deficit and balance the state budget. [WRITE COMMENTS FOR UP TO TWO PROBLEMS – PROBE WITH 
“Is there anything else?’ UNTIL 2 RESPONSES GIVEN OR UNPRODUCTIVE – THEN GO TO Q. 40 UNLESS 
OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED IN Q. 36]  
 

8% Across-the-board 1% Entertainment industry 
5% Local public schools 1% Granholm’s pay/benefits 
5% Prisons 1% Job training 
5% Roads & Bridges 1% Local government funds 
5% State workers 1% Lottery 
5% Substance abuse programs 1% Medicaid 
3% Environment 1% Mental health 
3% Universities 1% Parks & Recreation 
2% Nothing 1% Scholarship programs 
2% Police & Fire 1% Social services 
2% Wasteful government spending 1% State Police 
2% Welfare 1% Unemployment insurance 
1% Business tax cuts 40% Don’t know 
1% Community colleges   
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QUESTIONS 37 & 38 COMBINED RESPONSES, W/O “LEGISLATURE” 

13% State workers 1% Health care 
7% Prisons 1% Job  training 
5% Environment 1% Local government funding 
4% Across-the-board 1% Mental health 
4% Local public schools 1% Nothing 
4% Roads & Bridges 1% Parks & Recreation 
4% Substance abuse programs 1% Police & Fire 
4% Wasteful government spending 1% Scholarship programs 
3% Universities 1% Social services 
2% Granholm’s pay/benefits 1% State Police 
2% Medicaid 2% Scattered Other 
2% Welfare 34% Don’t know 

 

39A/B.  What one or two taxes or fees do you think should be increased to provide the revenue to balance the 
state budget? [WRITE COMMENTS FOR UP TO TWO PROBLEMS – PROBE WITH “Is there anything else?’ UNTIL 2 
RESPONSES GIVEN OR UNPRODUCTIVE] 

16% Alcohol 2% Services tax 
16% Tobacco 2% Toll roads 
11% Sales tax 1% Graduated income tax 
10% Income tax 1% Luxury 

5% Gasoline 1% Parks fees 
3% Vehicle Fees 1% Residency 
2% Casinos/Gambling 2% Scattered Other 
2% Food 23% Don’t know 
2% Property tax   

 
Now I would like to read a description of two tax increase proposals that could be considered by Governor 
Granholm and the Legislature to balance the state budget and fund needed programs. Each of these proposals is 
designed to raise roughly $2 billion in additional state revenue.  Please tell me whether you favor or oppose 
each proposal. [PROBE TO SEE IF STRONGLY/SOMEWHAT FAVORS/OPPOSES EACH] The (first/next) one is… 
 

[ROTATE Q.40 AND Q. 41] 
Strong Total Total Strong  

Favor Favor Oppose Oppose Undec 

_40. A proposal to increase the state income tax by one 
percentage point. The current state income tax rate is 
4.35 percent and the proposal would increase this 
rate to 5.35% 

13% 43% 55% 38% 2% 

_41. A proposal to expand the state sales tax. Currently, a 6 
cent tax is charged for each dollar spent on items that 
are purchased, but there is no tax on the purchase of 
services. This proposal would expand the coverage of 
the sales tax to include a tax on many services 
consumers purchase, but continue to exclude food 
and drugs.  

13% 44% 53% 38% 3% 
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__42. If you assume that state taxes will have to be increased in some fashion to eliminate the state budget 
deficit and balance the books, would you rather have the state income tax increased from 4.35 to 5.35 percent, 
or, would you prefer having the current 6 percent state sales tax applied to most services excluding food and 
drugs?  
 

46% Have the sales tax apply to services purchased   
35% Increase the state income tax from 4.35 to 5.35 
15% Opposes any tax increase (volunteered) 

4% Undecided/Don’t know/Refused 
 
__43. Under an alternative, the sales tax could be expanded to include the purchase of services, but the state 
sales tax rate would be reduced from 6 to 5 cents. If the state sales tax was reduced from 6 to 5 cents as part of 
a proposal to apply the sales tax to services, but not including food or drugs, would you favor or oppose the 
proposal? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE, ASK: ‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE]  
 

16% Strongly favor   
36% Somewhat favor 52% TOTAL FAVOR 
13% Somewhat oppose 39% TOTAL OPPOSE 
26% Strongly oppose   

9% Undecided/Refused   
 
Thinking about another option with the income tax… 
 
__44. Would you favor or oppose changing Michigan’s current state income tax from a single flat rate 
percentage tax rate that applies to everyone, to a graduated state income tax which taxes upper income 
residents at a higher tax rate, with a reduction in the tax rate as incomes decline? [IF FAVOR/ OPPOSE, ASK: 
‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE] 
 

34% Strongly favor   
20% Somewhat favor 54% TOTAL FAVOR 
10% Somewhat oppose 38% TOTAL OPPOSE 
28% Strongly oppose   

8% Undecided/Refused   
 
__46. Specifically, would you favor or oppose a graduated income tax in Michigan that would set the income tax 
rate as follows: for lower income taxpayers who make less than $35,000 if filing single returns or $70,000 if filing 
joint returns, they would continue to pay the current income tax rate of 4.35 percent; individuals with incomes 
of $35,000 if filing single returns or $70,000 if filing jointly would pay a tax rate of 5.44 percent; and, individuals 
making $90,000 if filing single returns or $180,000 if filing joint returns, would pay 6.53 percent. Thinking about 
the tax rates I just described, would you favor or oppose a graduated state income tax that included those 
specific tax rates? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE, ASK: ‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE] 
 

26% Strongly favor   
26% Somewhat favor 52% TOTAL FAVOR 

9% Somewhat oppose 40% TOTAL OPPOSE 
31% Strongly oppose   

8% Undecided/Refused   
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There may be other proposals affecting the state budget that involve reducing or eliminating taxes on 
businesses in the state.  Each of them would shift the responsibility for payment of state programs and services 
from Michigan businesses to individuals..  One of those proposals would . . . . 
 
[ROTATE Q.47 TO Q.49] 
 
__47.  Eliminate the Michigan business tax surcharge and reduce the base gross receipts rate from 0.8% to 0.5%, 
which would cost the state approximately $950 million in revenue.  The plan would make up some of this loss by 
eliminating the film industry tax credit and reducing the sales tax rate from 6% to 5%, but extend the sales tax 
coverage to include most services. The extension of the sales tax to services would not include transactions 
between businesses.  In total, it is estimated that this plan would produce $200 million less in revenue than the 
current system.  Knowing this, would you favor or oppose the plan to reduce the Michigan Business Tax rate and 
make up some of the lost revenue by extending a 5% sales tax rate to services? [IF FAVOR/OPPOSE, ASK: 
‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE] 
 

9% Strongly favor   
21% Somewhat favor 30% TOTAL FAVOR 
22% Somewhat oppose 57% TOTAL OPPOSE 
35% Strongly oppose   
13% Undecided/Refused   

 
__48.   Eliminate the taxes paid by businesses on personal property.  Approximately $100 million is paid in the 
form of a state education tax, but the vast majority of the personal property tax – over $1 billion – goes to the 
local unit of government where the business is located.  In total, over One Billion One Hundred Fifty Million 
dollars would be lost to the state and local governments.  Some of this loss would be made up by eliminating the 
film industry tax credit and reducing the sales tax rate from 6% to 5%, but extending the sales tax coverage to 
include most services. The extension of the sales tax to services would not include transactions between 
businesses.  In total, it is estimated that this plan would produce about $500 million less in revenue than the 
current system.  Knowing this, would you favor or oppose the plan to eliminate personal property taxes paid by 
businesses and make up some of the lost revenue by extending a 5% sales tax rate to services? [IF 
FAVOR/OPPOSE, ASK: ‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE] 
 
6% Strongly favor   
13% Somewhat favor 19% TOTAL FAVOR 
26% Somewhat oppose 68% TOTAL OPPOSE 
42% Strongly oppose   
13% Undecided/Refused   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

EPIC ▪ MRA Statewide Poll 

June, 2009 

 

11 

 
 
__49.  Completely eliminate the Michigan Business Tax, costing the state about $2.1 billion in revenue.  Some of 
this loss would be made up by eliminating the film industry tax credit and reducing the sales tax rate from 6% to 
5%, but extending the sales tax coverage to include most services. The extension of the sales tax to services 
would not include transactions between businesses.  In addition, the proposal would establish a graduated 
income. Lower income taxpayers would continue to pay the current income tax rate of 4.35 percent.  Individuals 
with incomes of $35,000 or $70,000 if filing joint returns would pay 5.44 percent, and the top tax rate of 6.53 
percent would apply to taxpayers making $90,000 if filing single returns or $180,000 if filing joint returns. In 
total, it is estimated that this plan would produce about $362 million less in revenue than the current system.  
Would you favor or oppose of the plan to eliminate the Michigan Business Tax and make up some of the lost 
revenue by extending a 5% sales tax rate to services and establishing a graduated income tax? [IF 
FAVOR/OPPOSE, ASK: ‘Would that be strongly or somewhat?’ AND CODE BEST RESPONSE] 
 

7% Strongly favor   
13% Somewhat favor 20% TOTAL FAVOR 
20% Somewhat oppose 66% TOTAL OPPOSE 
46% Strongly oppose   
14% Undecided/Refused   

 
 


